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New Innovations Reflect Emerging Design Trends Embracing Sensory-Rich Experiences, Multifunctionality, Smart Materials &
Technology, and Adaptive Resilience

As the design community looks forward to NeoCon 2025, taking place at THE MART in Chicago on June 9-11, 2025, four
influential design themes are gaining momentum—shaping the next chapter of the built environment. Aligned with this
year's narrative, "Design Ahead,” these directions——sensory-based design, cross-sector adaptability, material innovation,
and resilience--reimagine how we work, play, learn, heal, and connect. Bridging disciplines and priorities, each trend is
grounded by a human-centric philosophy and commitment to sustainability and wellness. Dynamic programming and bold
product introductions throughout the 56th edition of the show capture a compelling snapshot of these shifts propelling
workplace, hospitality, retail, healthcare, and education spaces forward.

Weathering the Future: Designing for Durability, Longevity, Human & Environmental Resilience

As climate instability, public health concerns, and global supply chain disruptions persist, resilience has become a critical
design imperative. ThinkLab reports that 65% of A&D professionals now cite durability as their top product selection factor—
marking a pivot toward long-lasting, high-performance solutions designed to meet the challenges of aging infrastructure,
climate volatility, and everyday wear. Reinforcing this urgency, ASID’s 2025 Trends Outlook notes that rising natural
disasters and temperature extremes are worsening indoor air quality and water safety—highlighting the need for robust,
health-focused design solutions.

NeoCon exhibitors are responding to this uncertain future with products engineered for durability and adaptability without
compromising aesthetic integrity. OpenSpaces by Smith System (11-111) features weather-resistant outdoor furniture
constructed from rugged post-consumer recycled plastic and resilient powder-coated steel that prevents fading, chipping,
peeling, and rust for student learning spaces. For high-traffic interiors, Tottori by Ultrafabrics (7-9086) delivers a luxe hand
with bleach-cleanable, antimicrobial properties. TUUCI's (1419) Marquesa Sun Lounge incorporates a seamless, corrosion-
resistant frame and precision-leveling base, paired with high-density cushions for lasting outdoor performance. Integra
Seating’s (10-140) Seaside Lounge Collection can sustain heavy use with a 1,200 Ib. static weight capacity,
while its waterfall front and wipe-out feature enable easy cleaning and comfort.

In today’s environment, safety-enhancing tools that bolster public health like UV-C air purification, microbe-resistant
materials, and touchless technologies are now must-haves. Formica Group’s (7-4061) TRESPA® TopLab® delivers durable
and easy-to-clean worktops with healthcare-grade chemical resistance. Concertex’s (10-103) bio-attributed Kaleido
Collection of textiles prioritizes both durability and health-conscious design. In education and high-traffic settings, Ghent's
(1094) Flyte Duo lightweight, dual-sided construction of dry-erasable surfaces offers an impressive 50-year performance
warranty. And Source International’s (367) Zenith seating and training tables disassembly and recyclability marry ergonomic
comfort with spatial efficiency for meeting rooms, learning environments, auditoriums, and multi-functional spaces.
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OpenSpaces Adapt Table by Smith System, Kaleido Collection by Concertex, Marquesa Sun Lounge by TUUCI, Flyte Duo by
Ghent, Zenith by Source International, Seaside Lounge by Integra Seating, Tottori by Ultrafabrics, TRESPA® TopLAB®
by Formica Deeply interconnected, these four paradigms—The Sensory Shift, Design Without Boundaries, The Materials and

Technology Revolution, and Weathering the Future—reposition design not only as an expression of care and inclusion,
but as a powerful tool to support both planetary and human well-being.



